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tive spiritual and moral humanism are magnificently
realized.

Yet it should not be thought that Hofmannsthal's
work shares, in any superficial sense, in the fashion-
able return to medieval concepts. No one could have
been less recondite and more aware of the common
and pressing problems of the day. In an astonish-
ing body of inspired critical essays, addresses, and re-
flections (Die Prosaischen Scbriften gesammelt, 1907,
1917, 3 vols.), he turns his attention upon all aspects
of the contemporary experience: his rich, measured,
and illuminated prose is almost unrivaled in German
literature. Far from being anxious to enter into the
partisan discussion of ephemeral political issues, he ap-
pealed at times in the most solemn manner to the sense
of European obligation among his Austrian and Ger-
man compatriots. Especially in the famous address of
1927, Das Schrifttum als geistiger R.aum der Nation,
in which he discusses the spiritual function of litera-
ture in national life, he evoked before the Munich
students the significant features of an imminent "con-
servative revolution/' a term which he coined and
which has since assumed a peculiarly challenging con-
notation.

If the gravity of tradition and cultural responsibil-
ity dominate Hofmannsthal's work, it is the religious
crisis of the age which gives direction and significance
to the poetry of Rainer Maria Rilke (1875-1926). By
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